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process 

Once I had extended the design to cover most of the wall and had blocked in the  
big shapes with paint, I began to clean up the design. I applied second coats of 
paint to the colors that needed it, cleaned up the edges, and adjusted the forms 
of some of the leaves to more naturally work with the composition. By cleaning up 
the shapes, it allowed me to see what I was working with, where there were tension 
points in the design, and what needed to be changed. From there, I began adding  
in details and filler elements to the design where needed. I painted on sprouts of 
grass on the foreground layer and larger, long leaves into the background to create 
more depth. This allowed me to adjust the design to fit the needs of the wall and 
cater the design to the location. 

Now that the majority of the mural was painted, I needed to design one final section 
to add to each end, so as to not abruptly stop the design. For the end sections, I 
arranged the leaves to match the gradation of the wall in order to naturally taper the 
design off. After drawing and painting the end sections, the final step was to clean 
up the entire design. With each paint color, I defined the shapes, cleaned up the 
edges, and painted second and third coats where needed. Very lastly, I painted over 
any drips of paint and used the grayish-blue paint to clean up the edges of all the 
elements that touched the background. 

Throughout the entire painting process, I photographed the materials and the wall at 
the beginning and end of each painting day, as well as documented several painting 
days with a time lapse video that shows the mural’s progression over time. The first 
day of painting was August 4, 2022 and it was completed on November 1, 2022, with 
an estimated total painting time of 75 hours.
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challenges & discoveries

The process of creating this mural was so fun and exciting, but also challenged me 
and allowed me to grow. I think I walked into this project feeling fairly confident 
about the designing and painting process, but I did not anticipate the ways that this 
project would require me to think on my feet, challenge my nature, and teach me  
to adapt to new ways of doing things. 

One of the biggest challenges and learning experiences that this project provided 
me with is that it forced me to work in processes completely outside of my comfort 
zone. As a graphic designer, I have a tendency to want to be meticulous and a 
perfectionist with my work, often to my own detriment. Falling into this tendency, 
the thought of free hand translating the design from my illustration to the wall and  
not planning out the whole design before I started scared me, but in a good way. 
When I first started to draw the design with chalk I frequently got hung up on the  
details and the roughness of the chalk drawing, but it quickly led me to the realization  
that trying to be a perfectionist about this simply was not going to work—I needed 
to find a new way to go about this. From this point forward, I realized that all the 
chalk drawing needed to be is a guide to tell me the general size and shape of each 
of the leaves on the wall, and once it’s painted it does not need to look exactly like 
the illustration, and it won’t, but that’s a good thing. 

A few of the other challenges this project presented me with were the limitations of 
working on an outdoor mural. In painting an outdoor mural, you are not free to work 
on it whenever you please—it’s up to the weather. You can only paint outside when 
it’s light out, not raining, and the temperature is above 50 degrees. When it is below 
50 degrees outside the paint will have difficulty sticking to the wall, and if you paint 
too soon before it starts to rain, the rain will cause any paint that isn’t completely dry 
to run. Working with these conditions required me to plan ahead when I was going 
to paint, and to be able to adapt my schedule and change plans when necessary. 

Another aspect of this project that surprised me was the leadership role it required 
me to take on. In creating this mural, all the decision making and planning was up 
to me. On days where I had friends helping me paint, it at first surprised me when 
I realized I was the one responsible for giving them directions. This experience 
showed me the importance of planning ahead, being prepared, and having a plan  
for what I wanted to get done each painting day.
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lasting effects

The experience of creating this mural changed my whole way of thinking about my  
art practice, made me reflect on the reasons I love creating murals, and gave me 
lessons that I can apply to both my graphic design/illustration work and creating 
murals in the future. Working on this mural brought me so much joy and excitement 
and was such a rewarding experience. Painting a mural is a completely different 
experience in contrast to graphic design. It requires you to use your whole body, 
work with physical materials, and to be outside in the space. Getting to be outside  
creating artwork with my friends, listening to music, talking, laughing, and complaining  
together while we worked made the experience even more special. Not only were 
we having a good time, but getting to work with other artists allowed me to hear 
their advice and ideas for the mural in real time as we worked. 

Working outside also provided us with the opportunity to people watch and to 
sometimes talk to those passing by. Some people just stopped by to look and moved  
on, others came and complimented the mural, and a few people, especially the high  
school students, stopped by and wanted to ask questions about the mural, the painting  
process, and what I was doing. Getting to be in the space and observe it at all hours 
of the day, and meet people was crucial to the process of creating the mural. Doing 
this project reinforced my love for people and for the Akron community. 

In terms of my design and illustration practice, this project finally helped me to put a 
dent into my tendency of playing it safe and allowing perfectionism to run the show.  
While the grid structures and rules of graphic design are good and there for a reason,  
sometimes doing something unexpected is better, as long as there’s a reason for it. 
Stepping out of my comfort zone is a good thing, and using what I learned from this 
project, I can continue to use it to push myself as an artist. 


